Copp of Petition

IN SUrrORT OF TIIE

WEIGHTS & MEASURES (METRIC SYSTEM) BILL

PRESENTEDND TO THE

HOUSE OF LORDS

On 23rd February, 1904,

(THE DATE OF THE SECOND READING)

AND ANALYSIS OF THE SIGNATURES APPENDED
THERETO.

The following is a Copy of a Petition, in favour of the adoption of the Metric
Weights and Measures, which Lord Belhaven presented to the House of

Peers on the Second Reading of his Metric Bill.

UNTO THE MOST NOBLE AND REVEREND THE PEERS OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND TRELAND IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBELED.

Che Petition or TuE slGNATORIES, BEING Tows AND Covxry Couxcins, MERCHANTS,
MeusErs oF CHAMRERS oF CoMMERCE, ScHooLMasTERS, Teacuks, MixisTers oF
RELIGION, SHOPKEEPERS AND Rerainers, ManuracTUrErs, Ewoixeses, Traves
Unions, Mempers oF Trapks Uwions axp WorkwEX, AND OTHERS,

HusprLy SHEWETH :—
Tuar in the opinion of your Petitioners the adoption of the Metric Weights and
Measures by this Country is highly necessary - —
(1st.) Brcavse it hae already been adopted by nearly all the civilised
Countries.



(2nd.) Brcavse it would materially assist Education by facilitating the
teaching of Arithmetic, and setting free a considerable amount of time
which conld be devoted to more useful subjects than the learning and
practising of our complicated and confused Tables of Weights and
Moasnres.

(rd.) Becavse, as our Comsuls frequently reiterats, we lose Trade in
eonsequence of our Weights and Measures not being understood in other
Countries, and bocanse the adoption of the Matric Weight= and Maasures
would obviate the presont nepessity for manufacturing on ome basis for
export trade and on another for home trade.

(4th.) Brcavse the Colonies desire the change, but feel that the lead must,
on necount of inter-colonial trade, be taken by the Mother Country,

(9th.) HBecavse it would lead to the abslition of a large number of anomalous,
customary, or local, but illegal, Weights and Measures, still largely nsed
in various parts of the Country. These irregular Weights and Measures
wre chiefly objectionable becanse they give facilities to dislonest traders
to talic ndvantage of purchasers who are not acquainted witls tliew.

Tuar nomerous demonsteations of the desire for the change have been made by
resolutions and petitions of Public Bodies, Institutions, Chambers of Commerce,
Trades Unions, Retail Trade Organisations, Manufacturers, Engincers, and
Teachors

Tuar a Select Committes of the Honse of Commens in 1895 reported in favour of
the compulsory adoption of the Metric Weights and Measures within two years.

Tuar your Petitioners are much disappointed that, although vight years have elapsed
since then, no steps have been taken Lo give effecl o Lhis revmmendation of
the Committes.

Tuar by reason of the fierce eompetition for foreign trade, the need for the change
is even more serious now than in 1895,

Tuar thers are indications that the Metric Weights and Measures will before long
be sdopted by the United States, one of the main arguments, likely to influence
that result, being the facility it wounld give for mmecessful competition with this
country in trading with countries using the Metric System, cspecially in the
Republies of South Ameariea.

Tuar the Colonial Promiers at the Coronation Conference resolved :—
“ That it is advisable to adopt the Metric System of Weights and Measures for
“ use within the Empire, and the Prime Ministers urge the Governments
*“ represented at this Conference to give consideration to its aarly adoption

Yous PETrriosess THEREFORE Prat—

That a Bill may be paesed for the compulsory adoption of Metrie Weights and
Measures as recommended by the Select Committee of the House of Commons
of 1585,

AND Yyour PETiTromess, &c

a

TOWN, CITY AND COUNTY COUNCILS.

Name. Fopulation. Numao, Fa:-nhtlun.
Brighton e 124,530 | Dumbarton ... 2 ﬂtl‘l.l
Chatham e ADTES | Dundee . 140,875
Dudley we 8804 | Dunfermline 25,250
Ealing e 33,0840 | Forres ... 5 4,300
East Eu’!u]h C.0. i o 180,162 | Galashiels v 13,505
Folkestone ... we 30604 | Glasgow . . B ﬂ'ﬁ,ﬂﬂl
Laicestar ..« 216889 | Haddington .. . ﬂ,tm
Monmouth C.C, e 230800 | Inverness ... o - . 21,219
Sheffield e H817T | Kirkeald e 706G
w e EET] mm mm-{ ELE) =
E’hu{:kpnrt s «s (8,871 | Largs . . -=
Truro . we 11,582 | Newport, Fife -

Wl.lu-ﬂ B 440 | Oban ... = B,474
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CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Aberdeen Dover Llanelly

Anglo-Belgian Dundee London

Ashford Edinburgh Morlay

Butlay Exater Nottinghum

Belfast Falmouth Pembroke Dock

Biratall Gioole Paocla

Bolton Gt. Grimshy Port of Plymouth

Bradford Greenock gﬁdmth

Hu Ipawich effield

“-i-:i:-'l II:-I'w Btockton and Thormaby

Carmarthen Kendal Torguay

Cork Kidderminster Wakefiold

Croydona . Lsicester Waolverhnmpton

Dewsbury Lineoln Worcester

RETAIL TRADERS' ORGANISATIONS,

Reprosenting |

London Asscociation for the Protection

of Trade e 5,000
Bath Grocers and Pmnunn I}mleﬂ"

Amsociation ... 110
Blackburn and Dintrml: H-mu] 'l}mcaru'

Association ... 140}

Glasgow Licensed ﬂt‘r.:ruerf Am-:hma -

Wellinghorough Grocers” Associntion 25

Bwansea nnd District Grocers' and
Provision Dealers’ Association ... 70 |

Hunstanton Tradesmen’s Association —

Folkestone and Sandgate Trade Pro-
tection Association ...

Hepreseniin
Hasthourne Trade Protoction Saclety 123

Liverpool Incorporated Trade Pmtuc-

tion Society ... e 2,580
Manchester Guardian S-mi .00
Weston-super-Mare & [Dis Tndu

Protection Society ... ... 181
Mutual Communication Socy., London 1,104
West Riding Trade Protection Asscen, 1,850
Dublin Mereantile Asecon. ... wee 1,800
Daventry Trade Protection Socy. ... 27
- Blackpool Tradesmen’s Assocn. 310
Bradford Guardian Socy., Lid. -
Halifax Trade Protection Society ... 455

Leicestorshire Trade Protection Socy. 1,550 | Wimbledon Commercial Union ... 116

Sleaford Tradesmen's ..l.umu.hun - —
Blackburn Guardian Soci 5 T80
Scottish Trade Protection gn-_lat: —

Liw 1 l‘mﬁnm 't"mr!e hmiatmn
L 360
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TRADE UNIONS.

SUNDRY ORGANISATIONS.
Reproseuting Work l-tqmﬂn; Workers
London Trades Councll .. ... 60,0 | Dath & District Trades Counci - 3,000 e e
Mnchavier - ﬁ:ﬁ ATy o) S ol - Totues Union Obauiber of Agtioulture 200 | Yorkshire District Soclety of Incor-
Gorsainon & Didtrict Couneil.. .. 390 | Paialey United Trades Council . 3,600 e R e T e e s =
Yeovil Trades Council .. o 500 | Dundee & District Unitod Trades & o el bt Al = || e e T -
Alwrdare Trades & Labour Council ... 8,00 | Labour Council e 18,500 e T = hfﬂﬂd M e et
Hm{h[m 3,000 | 8.W, District (London) United Trados of Gt. Britamn and I 127
N &.,m tives Union 2,201 | & Labour Council ... 5,000 LT AR SR
WEMI-H.I.P“'HH'U ea Council .. 208 | Newark & District T'l'l.lilu & I.-.‘I:mur
(iloucester T'rades & Laboar Gnuncﬂ — Council... " GO0
Hull > . = — | Carlislo Trades Cunnnil l,ﬁg
o Wi s e | e & THakick Tesies & Tabous INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Chatham & Distriet . - Couneil... oo 24,000
Auﬂmmmmu{&hamm.tm 1,500 | Darwsn Trados Couneil .. R000 Tur Ixcorromaren Sociwry or INsrcToRs oF WxranTs AND Mrasunes.
Portsmouth Trades Council ... .. = |Northampton Trades Council... ... 4000 Membership 300
Hosiery Trade Union .. — | Sunderland & Di:triﬂTﬂdHﬂoundl 8,500 .
sSouth-Western Counties Fldnlnhm Middleton 2,000 Leamington Walsall I Old Trafford
of Trades Councils ... ... .. 65,130 | Batley Trades & Tabour Couneil ... 3,800 Grims Crowo . West Snssex (County)
Ernatol Tradea Couneil.. 11,450 | Govan & District United Labour Couneil 5,620 Carm East Riding of Yorkshire | Woalverham
Edinburgh, Leith & D-.nmt Trades Bodford Branch of Amalgamated stufford Oldbam (3 | Retford
Cuounril ‘e s wee A LBO Socioty of RAllway Barvants res 2 I;ll'llw g“m (2) . %’ Halans
Tntll Trnda Union Representation, 289.150. - W‘L” 1 r sorsin TN ?H”“ﬂ
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATIONS, Cambridge (County) Whitehaven Sou
GREAT BRITAIN, e e A (R DS )
¥o. of Membors, No. of Members. Iurham (County) m Redruth
Staffordshire Teachers’ County Assocn. 404 | Burton and District Teachers’ Assocn 138 Hawick Sowerby Drid Ossott
Dudley and District Association ... 195 | Ashbourn & District Teachers’ Assocn. 23 P . Tk §° Nottingham
Calli Association .. e = | Maldon Association S | ) Tﬂlm 'HM'“‘T"“ Blackburn
Rhondda ors’ Association " 260 | Birkenhead Teachors’ Association ... 213 Edinburgh (4) | Northamptonshire, South N
l{c&r:-lli:m, i‘lmﬂa!dhm and  District gmwinﬂw Association ﬂg Rearhorongh ' him Dmﬂl
hers® Amsociation ... .. 41 | Moreton- Association |
Drighton, Hove and District “Associ- North Dorset Assoclation ... .. 8 FosM (Sowty) | e in R (o)
ntion e m Mﬁﬂ T“fh-l" Aﬂuﬂiﬁﬂﬂl AP ﬁm BJ’W& (3} . m mﬂ
lumﬂ.u:ﬂ District Teachors’ Avsotiation 46 | Bishops Storeford Asscolation .. .. 41 e s | Syen e e e, Yoekshire
Chatham, Rochestar and District Assre 128 | Marthyr Tydfil Associntion 157 ¥ bﬂl‘c:ﬂ. h Flintshire (2) Chesterf
Ehunr.m Teachers’ Association . 29 | Radstock and District Association al H:‘.T‘ - H-.id.lto:: Ashton-under-Lyne
North Pembroke Association ... o 40 | Hornsey Teachers’ Assoriation.. s’ — D 4 . Folkestone Sandwich
ﬁ“l’"‘" iﬂm x 'rl"““i] I sad DTmT M”‘ "'"! Li-mn" ﬁ ﬁm . Neweastle-on-Tyne (2) Ashford
m#ﬂutdﬂ Teachors' Amliun 25 | Festiniog Association ... 15 e
Mid-Dovon Teachers' Association ... 256 | Deeside E&uﬂ.ti:m.l Inlﬁtutl
Shefflold Association .. .. .. 80| of Scotland ... - In addition to those represented by the foregoing Associations the
= IEEHHD e following have signed individually :—
LN i el T,
doug'll NT.A. wr e see 30| Ballyfarnon and Drumshanbo N b 33 Workpeople ... 8209 | Engineers—Civil, Mining, Mechanical,
lﬂﬂt we e 20| w&:& pr e ﬁ Professors, Tutors and I‘ul.'.hﬁrl - BEET | Marine, ete. A . 398
Glegarn wd Iadme k. T3 % | Carrickfergus . o B e s el ! S oA
“ o @1 | North Tipporary " 1 htu;au ... 186 | Commercial Travellors & Agonts ... 160
h (T e T . d&E M rhan M 4y
: orou =TT Rl T s Mt i';“..nﬁ”‘;“" .“.'f'““"’" SR O | | R
E“Wr ’"“‘ ¥ . Ehe) “lf Eﬁﬂg‘;’:‘;ﬂ . !ﬁ -thﬂmnf Religion ... ... .. g H“Hmtu mﬂ
ﬁ-_]'};m':;ﬂ Enniskcuno NT.A. ... o g‘x:" g = I'h}"liﬂlhl and Surgeons .. . 95 Shipbuilders .. .. .. . +
Pallymonay : ™ 50 " ' Barristors S 14 | Miscellaneous ... 410
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Among thos¢ who have signed the Petition the following may

be noticed -—
Engincers.

Raston, Proctor & Co., Ltd., Lineoln,

The Pirrie Transporter Co., London.

Faweett, Preston & Co., Lid., Lir 1.

Vickers, Sons & Maxim, Barrow-in- Furness,

Hans Rencld, Ltd., Manchester,

Swan, Hunter & Wigbam Richardson, Ltd,,
Walleond,

A.Ilﬁ.ﬂﬂ' t Mj LH-. Em.hm.
Mather & Platt, Manchester.
Sir Douglas Fox, Sons & Partners, London.
Oficials of Cairo Waterworks, Egypt.
Perfecta Seamless Steel Tube Co., Aston,
W Wila & Son, Birm
A. W, Wills & Son, %'m'
Gittings, Hills & Boothby, Ltd., Birmingham.
Aston Works, Ltd., Aston, Birmingham.
James Booth & Co., Ltd , Birmingham.
The Jointless Rim, Ltd., Birmingham.
Veritys, Litd., Aston, Birmingham.
g o vl g g oo o
David Rollor :M:Sum. Fulton w”m
Lj‘m MI
"l"humum Sumner & Sons, Victoria Ironworks,
North Eastern Marine Engineering Co., Ltd.,
Wallsend.

Professors, Lecturers, Tutors, &ec.
Sir W “ﬁ‘" K.C.B., F.R.8., University

College,
The Professors and Lectuvers, Liverpool
University.
Rector & Masters, Aberdosn Grammar School,
Head Master and Masters, Dulwich College,

8.E.
h‘lﬂ Fdﬂ[m?ﬁgnltﬁd Frea Church
Prof. J. Wortheimer, B. Sc., g.ﬁu. Principal,
Merchant Venturers” Technical College,
Prof. 8. J. Chapman, Professor of Economics,

Uninn:lté..l anchester,

J. Bolam, - Principal, Leith Technical

College.

J. . Henderaon, BEsq., Lecturer on Electrical
Engineering, Glasgow University

H. Bamford, » loeturer on Engineering,
G w University

Wm. A dor, Esq., Lecturer on Engineor-
ing, G w University

J. 5. Nicholson, Esq., Demonstrator in
Engineering, Glasgow University

Frof. Magnus Maclean, Demonstrator in |

Engineering, Glasgow Universit

J. Geaham Kerr, Esq., Professor u{ Toology.
Glasgow University

The Bedfordshire Education Committee.

Prof. Wm. A, Tilden, D.Se., F.R.5., Fresident
of the Chemical Bogiety, London,

'rorzssons, Leorvneis, Torons, &o.—conld.
Principal and Lecturers, Heriot Watt College,
Edin h

Directors and Lecturers, Technical College,
Glasgow.
General.

Harrod’s Stores, Ltd., Directors & Employecs,

Hm%on Koad, 8.W,
Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs, Ltd., Directors
and Em Hackney Wick, N.E.
Sir S8am ontagu, Bart, 60, Old Broad
3 Street, E.C., Banker
. Innes 119, Cannon
E.C., Who uﬂarﬁ"w umﬂm
Lowis R. 5. Tomalin, Esq., 95, Milton Street,
E.C.. Woollon Merchant
W. MeDermott, Esq., 3, London Wall Build.
d E.C., Mining Machinery Manufacturer
Sir J. Ewen Camoron, 31, Lombard Street,
M. Tomnsend Esq., 31, Lombard Street,
A. M. : B
E.C., Bankor
G. W. Butt, Esq., 31, Lombard Street, E.C,,
Hank Sub-Manager
Wm. Nicholls, Esq,, 31, Lombard Street, E.C.,
Oscar i‘ﬂm E&q Billiter House, E.C.,
L] L] 1 "
A — ]:?;: Duk
: . - B e Street, E.C.,
F tlnfhﬂhmm
J. Emerson Dowson, Esq ., 39, Victoria Street,
S5.W., M.Inst.C.E.
Bovril, Lid., 180, Old Btreen, B.C., Merchauls
Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd, 74, Hatton
Baboook & Wileox, 141, Farringdon
“ileox, . n Streot,
E.C., Water Tube Boiler Makers
Debenham & Co, St Paul's Churchyard,
E.C.. Textile Warshousemen.
Geo. Partridge & Co,, Ltd., Bishopsgate Stroet
- Without, gfi:lm‘;m Merchants.
A » “p P Bl’h”‘t‘ m‘“‘,
« Tea Merchants
Prieat, Marians & Co., Ltd_, 66, St. Mary Axe,
| E.C,, Merchants.
Wm. H. Muller & Co. (Lundom), Ltd., 30
Bury Street, B.C , Morchants,
F-mu]kﬂn & Co, 19, Creechurch Lane, E.C.,
J . Tulli Son, Ltd
ohn Ilis & . Ltd, 4, Duke Street,
Aldgate, E.C., Leather Manafacturers,
- Ridgways, Ltd . 50, Aldga*s, E., Tea Merch'ta,
 Baiss Bros, & Stevemson, 4, Jewry Street,
E.C., Manufactaring Chomists,
Charles Walker & Thomas, Ltd, 6, Jewry
. Btreet, E.C.. Tea Merchants.
Hy, Mezler&Co,, 88, Minories, E.C., Chemists
and Dragpists
| Johneon Pearson, Fﬂ.‘ 4. P, YVice-Chairman
Derbyshire Education Committee.

SUMMARY.

The total population of Cities, Towns and Counties whose
Councils have signed Petitions ..

Tolal number represented by Hetail Traders' Organi-

Total oumber represented by Trade Unions

Total number represented by Teachers’ Associations—
Girent Britain e e " are  BOO0

IM . ITEE L] L5k EEE LR L] 1'1“

Total number represented by Sundry Organisations
Total Individual Signatures - =

Graxo Toral ... e =

2800519

240,150

7,150

10,5458
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